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● the ability to plan and execute a substantial research-based project, capstone experience and/or
professionally focused project.

Australian Qualifications Framework
The Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) is a single national, comprehensive system of qualifications
offered by higher education institutions (including universities), vocational education and training institutions
and secondary schools. Each AQF qualification has a set of descriptors which define the type and complexity
of knowledge, skills and application of knowledge and skills that a graduate who has been awarded that
qualification has attained, and the typical volume of learning associated with that qualification type.

This program is at AQF Qualification Level 09. Graduates at this level will have specialised knowledge and
skills for research, and/or professional practice and/or further learning.

The full set of levels criteria and qualification type descriptors can be found by visiting www.aqf.edu.au.

Admission requirements
A tertiary qualification at Bachelor degree or equivalent (AQF level 7) in a related discipline from a recognised
institution.

For candidates who have a Bachelor degree or equivalent (AQF level 7) in a non-related discipline from a
recognised institution, USQ’s Graduate Certificate of Education. provides a pathway into the Master of
Learning and Development.

All students are required to satisfy the applicable English language requirements.

If you do not meet the English language requirements you may apply to study a University-approved English
language program. On successful completion of the English language program, you may be admitted to an
award program.

Program fees

Commonwealth supported place
A Commonwealth supported place is where the Australian Government makes a contribution towards the cost
of your higher education and you as a student pay a student contribution amount, which varies depending on
the courses undertaken. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course Fee Finder.
Commonwealth Supported students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called
HECS-HELP.

Domestic full fee paying place
Domestic full fee paying places are funded entirely through the full fees paid by the student. Full fees vary
depending on the courses that are taken. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course
Fee Finder.
Domestic full fee paying students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called FEE-
HELP provided they meet the residency and citizenship requirements.
Australian citizens, Permanent Humanitarian Visa holders, Permanent Resident visa holders and New Zealand
citizens who will be resident outside Australia for the duration of their program pay full tuition fees and are
not eligible for FEE-Help.

International full fee paying place
International students pay full fees. Full fees vary depending on the courses that are taken and whether they
are studied on-campus, via distance education/online. You are able to calculate the fees for a particular course
via the Course Fee Finder.

Program completion requirements
Students are required to follow the recommended enrolment pattern for their selected specialisation.
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Consult the Handbook on the Web at http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current  for any updates that may occur during the year.
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Program structure
The Master of Learning and Development is a 12-unit program. Three guidelines shape the program structure.

● The Early Childhood specialisation consists of eight compulsory specialisation units.
● Three mandatory research courses must be taken (which equates to 4 units of work). Students can choose

from either the Applied Research Pathway or the Research Higher Degree Pathway.
● Students who complete the Research Higher Degree Pathw
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