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of knowledge, skills and application of knowledge and skills that a graduate who has been awarded that
qualification has attained, and the typical volume of learning associated with that qualification type.

This program is at AQF Qualification Level 10. Graduates at this level will have systematic and critical
understanding of a complex field of learning and specialised research skills for the advancement of learning
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eight years part-time study for a Doctoral program, and up to a maximum period of two years for full-time or
four years part-time for a Masters by Research program.
As part of the enrolment process, students are required to submit proof of citizenship or permanent residency
status and transcripts of all previous academic study. This documentation enables the University of Southern
Queensland to determine eligibility for an RTP Fees Offset place.

If a student's RTP Fees Offset entitlement expires before completion of the program, the student will be
required to pay full tuition fees.

Students eligible for an RTP Fees Offset place are those who:

● have not used RTP Fees Offset funding in the previous three years; or
● have already used RTP Fees Offset funding and have successfully completed an HDR program. Once a

student completes an HDR program, full entitlements of RTP Fees Offset are restored.

The Australian Commonwealth Government’s contribution to program fees must be acknowledged on all
published material relating to a research project via a statement identifying the support received through the
RTP Fees Offset scheme.

Program structure
The Doctor of Philosophy is a 24-unit program made up of one unit of research training, one unit of approved
postgraduate elective (coursework or research training as approved by the Associate Dean (Graduate Research
School) on advice from the supervisory team), two units for a Research Proposal to support Confirmation of
Candidature and 20 units of independent research within your selected area of study.

The award of the Doctor of Philosophy requires the successful examination of the student’s thesis or research
outcomes, work based research project/s and professional learning.

The Doctor of Philosophy comprises a minimum of 16 units, although students would normally complete 24
units, with the option to extend to 32 units if needed. Students are required to enrol in appropriate course(s)
in Semester 1 and Semester 2 from date of admission through to the date that they submit their thesis for
examination, or alternatively be on approved leave. Failure to enrol or not be on approved leave may result
in the student’s enrolment being cancelled. Students studying full-time will need to enrol in 4 units each
semester (Semester 1 and Semester 2). Part-time students will need to enrol in 2 units each semester (Semester
1 and Semester 2).

The enrolment pattern of this program is required to reflect the following:

● Research Methodology Course (Schedule A) must be completed in the first four units of enrolment.
● Advanced Approved Course (Schedule B) must be completed within the first six units of enrolment.
● Research Proposal for Confirmation of Candidature (Schedule C) must be completed after the successful

completion of Schedule A and Schedule B Courses and within the first eight units of enrolment.
● Independent Research Courses (Schedule D) to commence in parallel with Schedule A, B & C Courses

as appropriate. After completion of 8 units, it is mandatory to have completed the Schedule C Course
prior to enrolment further Schedule D courses.

Based on the research project (lab-based or non-lab based), the appropriate courses should be selected within
Schedule C and Schedule D.

The proposed enrolment pattern for individual students will be checked by the Associate Dean (Graduate
Research School).

Assessment

A student is admitted to this program as a provisional candidate until successful completion of the Confirmation
of Candidature process.

All students are required to complete successfully a Confirmation of Candidature through enrolment in
RES9510 Confirmation of Candidature (Non-Lab) or RES9511 Confirmation of Candidature (Lab) course
within the first eight units of the program. The purpose of the Confirmation of Candidature process is to ensure,
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as far as possible, a student’s steady progress towards the successful and timely completion of the PhD program.
Students are expected to complete the Confirmation of Candidature within 12 months full-time, or 24 months
part-time enrolment. The Confirmation of Candidature is completed in the courses RES9510 Confirmation
of Candidature (Non-Lab) or RES9511 Confirmation of Candidature (Lab), and consists of two components:

● a written document; and
● an oral presentation to a review panel leading to a recommendation on Confirmation of Candidature.

The Graduate Research School will notify students by email when the Confirmation of Candidature is due.

Student progress will be monitored by compulsory Progress Reports. Students who are deemed to be making
adequate progress will be awarded an ongoing grade. Those students who fail to submit a report, or who have
been deemed to be making little or no progress may be awarded a Fail grade. When the progress is not
satisfactory, the student would normally be placed on conditional academic standing and performance
management processes will be implemented as per the Academic Standing, Progression and Exclusion
Procedure. The Graduate Research School will notify students by email when Progress Reports are due.

The final assessment in the PhD program is the submission of PhD thesis that will be examined as per the
Higher Degree Research (HDR) examination schedule outlined below.

Program completion requihk2ehr3 /F1 11 Tf
(nal a78 sle outlined b )Tj
1 0 0 8 613.219 Tm
1 Stand0 0at wmail whenmustnd timely c of the Ph1 3pe spriScho 0 1 rg
ogrSned belo66.439 541.5597.393219 Tm
1 Standnb
(g.0
1 Stan3 11 Tf
(�)Tj
/F1 11 Tf
(rmation of Candidature is due.)Tj
-0l be im 1 rough
Sned beloC. Fulec o66.439 541.55 4.6
(a
(g.0
1 Stanj
/Fat will be mustnbof PhD te )T 0 9.528 541.55 Tm
(Hi47)Tj
1 Stan208.248 541.5 4.247i47)Tj
1 Stanhedule outl
1 0lmere iSned beloD
1 0 0 14539.528 613.219 Tm
(b
ine012 Stand0 0at wmail when 0 0/F1 11 dreport, or whill be  0  208.248 541.557 T2539
ine012 Stanhedule outlwhiTj
1 0 0 1 440.689 554.750g.0449
ine012 Stanhedulory Prsuitab ofs wli
(�)Tj
/F1 11 Tf
(rmation of Caed0 1 59.528 613.219 Tm
(b
 Tm812 Stan208.248 541.5 4.247i4 Tm812 StanhedulorsTj
1 0 0 1 31 0 0 1 105.486 541.5598Tm
(s4 Tm812 Stan (HDR) e)Tj
1 0 0 1 208.248 541.519 T945i4 Tm812 Stanhedule outlined bel.o66.439 541.559 Tm
(A4 Tm812 StanA0at wd440.689 554.75ude798s4 Tm812 Stan (HD1 0 0onon co9.528 541.55 Tm
(Hi427 sl2 Stana08.248 541.5 4.247i427 sl2 Stan366.439 541.57)T Tw
427 sl2 Stana 0 0 ogram iba be ogram.)1 0 0 1 d timely c of the Phmmendhehill be 208.248 541.517 T0
(e427 sl2 Stanhedule outll be im59.528 554.75 Tm
(Th4 Tm743/F3 11 T
-0.19ay beescrib 0 dulimum rength  0  ad)Tjttion ill be am 1 ilementev86.503 626.419
/F(gr4 Tm743/F3 1aepoths ndhehr) e)Tj
topPromplet 59.528 541.55 Tm
(Hi39am 43/F3 1 0 0 ogrto a re)Tj
1, h359.212 541.516am 6Hi39am 43/F3 1we78.025 626.419 T1adu39am 43/F3 1v85.857 626.419 Tm54u39am 43/F3 1er05.486 541.559
/F61u39am 43/F3 1 w)Tj
-0.19ayced on a1 0ximum beescrib 0 rength ogr8 5400 173.466 600.046 T91Hi39am 43/F3 1ossfu 0  )Tjttion9.528 541.55 Tm
(Hi39 T343/F3 1ill es.o66.439 541.59
/307i39 T343/F3 1AFat will be m0 0 1 to a rerses )Tj
0 0 0 ogra:1 0 0 1 59.528 682.82 Tm
(� 4.606/F1 11 Tf
1 0 0 1 79.371 681.688 Tm
(a36 Tm74progresmpla 0109.424 573.6121Tm
8a36 Tm74progrTll be1 0 0 1 59.528 682.82 Tm
(-1.406/F1 11 Tf
1 0 0 1 79.371 681.688 Tm
(a350 1 4progrTll bey PrPublic)Tj
1, 0 9.520 1 59.528 682.82 Tm
(+ T206/F1 11 Tf
1 0 0 1 79.371 681.688 Tm
(a337T0
4progrTll beyths nCre)Tj52.511 726.957de759a337T0
4progrv59.212 541.516am094a337T0
4progrlo66.439 541.517)T398a337T0
4progrW85.857 626.419Tm
02a337T0
4progrorksf
1 0 02ed b )Tj
1 0 0 8 613.23en 8
4progrEhedule outlCriteriS 386.503 626.41 Tm.23en 8
4progro 0 1 3esmpla 01at w67.933 753.357 T307i3en 8
4progrTll beympleat w67.933 753.3343.691i3en 8
4progrTll bey PrPublic)Tj
1
1 0 0 1 79.371 681.688 613.229am00
/F3 11 Tftll beyth0 0 1 440.689 554.7144T91229am00
/F3 1r the)Tj
ccossmmendatTj
0 0l 359.212 541.528 T671229am00
/F3 1wmmencriteriS:9.528 541.55 Tm
(Hi27Tm
36/F1 11(1
1 0 01 681.688 Tm
(a27Tm
36/F1 11 Tf105.486 541.55 3T945i27Tm
36/F1 1xt0 1 datwhiTj
am.)1 0 0 1 ham g, onstrSchd: 0 01 681.688 Tm
(a26 T936/F1 11(a
1 0 01 681.689 Tm14a26 T936/F1 1Origulecity; 0 01 681.688 Tm
(a247.736/F1 11(b
1 0 01 681.689 Tm14a247.736/F1 1Critic)les s 0  6 Tf
1 0 1 681.688 Tm
(a234 g
BT
1 11(c
1 0 01 681.689 Tm14a234 g
BT
1 1Capacitythe Carepo)Tjes depen 0 1 r) e)Tj6 Tf
1 0 1 681.68 Tm
(Hi2en 3
BT
1 11(2
1 0 01 681.688 Tm
(a2en 3
BT
1 11 Tf105.486 541.55 3T945i2en 3
BT
1 1xt0 1 ogram.)contrib85.857 626.4197m743/2en 3
BT
1 1uTj
1 0 0kn359.212 541.52 Tm
42/2en 3
BT
1 1wledgle odey Prdhehill be Tf
,es )0lmeicular40.689 554.75un 89/2en 3
BT
1 1,ests)contrib85.857 626.449 Tm78/2en 3
BT
1 1uTj
1 0 0t 59.528 541.558 Tm
(a29 T
36/F1 1un 0rperformanogram.)1ubjectyths nwhiTj
or deals6 Tf
1 0 1 681.68 Tm
(Hi1(g.936/F1 11(3
1 0 01 681.688 Tm
(a1(g.936/F1 1Tm.)1uitabicitynogram.)ill be  0  public)Tj
1f
1 0 02ed b )Tj
1 0 0 8 613.216 T736/F1 1Ehedule outlCriteriS 386.503 626.41 Tm.216 T736/F1 10  adat wths nCr59.212 541.52 7 8
216 T736/F1 1e)Tj52.511 726.92 4.865216 T736/F1 1v59.212 541.5280 155216 T736/F1 1lo66.439 541.5277/F09216 T736/F1 1W08.248 541.5577.734216 T736/F1 10 ks
1 0 0 1 79.371 681.688 613.2144T86)Tj
/F3 11at wths nCre)Tj52.511 726.957Tm
0.2144T86)Tj
/Fv59.212 541.5155T9432144T86)Tj
/Flo66.439 541.516 T247i144T86)Tj
/FW66.439 541.517)T751i144T86)Tj
/F0 k1 T0 Tw
/F 208.248 541.5548.97i144T86)Tj
/Fhedule outlcriteriSes cl0 0s
am.

Hi131.66Hi118.46

http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2019/RES9510.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2019/RES9510.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/course/synopses/2019/RES9511.html
http://www.usq.edu.au/handbook/current


IT requirements
Students should visit the USQ minimum computing standards to check that their computers are capable of
running the appropriate software and versions of Internet web browsers and to check the minimum and
recommended standards for software.

Credit
Exemptions/credit will be assessed based on the USQ Credit and Exemption Procedure.

Recommended enrolment pattern - Full-time students who commenced prior to
semester 2, 2017
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, external or online), regardless of the
program mode of study they enrolled in.

Full-time candidates undertaking research in the following areas should enrol in RES9502 Doctoral Research
Project D (Non-Lab)
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● Engineering and Built Environment
● Health and Community (lab) i.e. sub-areas of Biomedical and Medical Laboratory Science, and, Psychology
● Sciences (lab) all sub-areas except Applied Data Science, and, Mathematics and Statistics.

Recommended enrolment pattern - Full-time students who commenced in semester
2, 2017 onwards
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, external or online), regardless of the
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