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This program is at AQF Qualification Level 09. Graduates at this level will have specialised knowledge and
skills for research, and/or professional practice and/or further learning.

The full set of levels criteria and qualification type descriptors can be found by visiting www.aqf.edu.au.

Admission requirements
To be eligible for admission, applicants must satisfy the following requirements:

● Completion of a three-year or four-year Australian university Bachelor degree in the area of law, or
equivalent.

● Provide an outline of the dissertation topic they intend to pursue.
● English Language Proficiency requirements for Category 3.

Note: Admission to the Master of Laws by Research is dependent upon the Faculty's capacity to supervise
the proposed project. Prospective candidates should contact the Faculty of Business, Education, Law and Arts
for up-to-date information regarding research areas before preparing their project proposals.

All students are required to satisfy the applicable English language requirements.

If students do not meet the English language requirements they may apply to study a University-approved
English language program. On successful completion of the English language program, students may be
admitted to an award program.

Program fees

Domestic full fee paying place
Domestic full fee paying places are funded entirely through the full fees paid by the student. Full fees vary
depending on the courses that are taken. Students are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the
Course Fee Finder.

Domestic full fee paying students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called FEE-
HELP provided they meet the residency and citizenship requirements.

Australian citizens, Permanent Humanitarian Visa holders, Permanent Resident visa holders and New Zealand
citizens who will be resident outside Australia for the duration of their program pay full tuition fees and are
not eligible for FEE-Help.

International full fee paying place
International students pay full fees. Full fees vary depending on the courses that are taken and whether the
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● have already used RTP Fees Offset funding and have successfully completed an HDR program. Once a
student completes an HDR program, full entitlements of RTP Fees Offset are restored.

The Australian Commonwealth Government’s contribution to program fees must be acknowledged on all
published material relating to a research project via a statement identifying the support received through the
RTP Fees Offset scheme.

Program structure
The Master of Laws by Research is a 12-unit research program comprising one unit of coursework and three
Masters Dissertation courses (comprising elev
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Exit points
A student enrolled in the Master of Laws by Research who wishes to exit without completing the program,
may on the basis of outstanding performance seek to transfer to the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) program. To
be considered for acceptance into the PhD program, students will have:

● completed at least 8 units within the Master of Laws by Research
● a nominal GPA of 6 achieved from:

● a minimum grade of A for the course LAW8001 Legal Research Methodology and where applicable
a minimum grade of A for another research course if required by the supervisory team

● a minimum grade of A for their research proposal from the Confirmation of Candidature panel

● achieved subsequent confirmation of Master's candidature by the Office of Research and Higher Degrees.

Note: Candidates will be required to meet the admission requirements of the PhD program and, if they are
accepted, will be enrolled as provisional candidates with their status reviewed within 12 months for full-time
enrolment or 24 months for part-time enrolment. Students may apply for credit in the PhD program based on
the Master of Laws by Research units completed. Students who are eligible to transfer to the PhD after 8 units
and take that option will be eligible for the Postgraduate Diploma of Legal Research.

Students who are unable to complete the Master of Laws by Research but have completed 4 units including
LAW8001 Legal Research Methodology (or another research course if required by the supervisory team),
LAW8002 Law Masters Dissertation A, LAW8003 Law Masters Dissertation B and a research proposal with
a minimum grade of C from the Confirmation of Candidature panel will be eligible to exit with a Graduate
Certificate of Laws Research (GCLR).

Credit
Credit will not normally be granted for the Law Masters Dissertation courses. Claims for credit for previous
study should be submitted prior to or at the time of enrolment in a program. Each claim will be assessed on
individual merit in line with USQ policy. Credit approal Researc 0 1 21.4am cable
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