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(7) demonstrate competence in and appropriate use of language and literacy including spelling, grammar,
punctuation and bibliographic referencing.

Australian Qualifications Framework
The Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF) is a single national, comprehensive system of qualifications
offered by higher education institutions (including universities), vocational education and training institutions
and secondary schools. Each AQF qualification has a set of descriptors which define the type and complexity
of knowledge, skills and application of knowledge and skills that a graduate who has been awarded that
qualification has attained, and the typical volume of learning associated with that qualification type.

This program is at AQF Qualification Level 08. Graduates at this level will have advanced knowledge and
skills for professional or highly skilled work and/or further learning.

The full set of levels criteria and qualification type descriptors can be found by visiting www.aqf.edu.au.

Admission requirements
To be eligible for admission, applicants must satisfy the following requirements:

● Completion of an Australian university three-year bachelor degree in a health-related field, or equivalent.
● Be registered as a nurse in Division One of the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia (NMBA) and

must be able to demonstrate at least one years' full-time clinical experience. Applicants must provide a
detailed CV including education, clinical experience, professional development, and full-time equivalent
for each employer.

● USQ requires written confirmation that the applicant is currently practicing as a registered nurse and can
complete required hours of clinical mentorship in their workplace.

● English Language Proficiency requirements for Category 3.

All students are required to satisfy the applicable English language requirements.

If students do not meet the English language requirements they may apply to study a University-approved
English language program. On successful completion of the English language program, students may be
admitted to an award program.

Program fees

Commonwealth supported place
A Commonwealth supported place is where the Australian Government makes a contribution towards the cost
of a students' higher education and students pay a student contribution amount, which varies depending on
the courses undertaken. Students are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the Course Fee
Finder.

Commonwealth Supported students may be eligible to defer their fees through a Government loan called
HECS-HELP.

Domestic full fee paying place
Domestic full fee paying places are funded entirely through the full fees paid by the student. Full fees vary
depending on the courses that are taken. Students are able to calculate the fees for a particular course via the
Course Fee Finder
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International full fee paying place
International students pay full fees. Full fees vary depending on the courses that are taken and whether they
are studied on-campus, via distance education/online. Students are able to calculate the fees for a particular
course via the Course Fee Finder.

Program structure
The program consists of four core courses each worth one unit.

Program completion requirements
Students are required to successfully complete the four core courses.

Required time limits
Students have a maximum of 2 years to complete this program.

Specific specialisations
Graduate Certificate of Health (Scheduled Medicines) - has been developed for registered nurses wishing
to further their advanced knowledge and skills in the area of scheduled medicines, under protocol or permit.

IT requirements
Students should refer to USQ minimum computing standards (information about the minimum IT-related
requirements necessary for the successful completion of the program).

Credit
Credit will only be considered where students have completed, within the last five years, a course which has
at least 80% equivalency with courses in the Graduate Certificate of Health (Scheduled Medicines) (maximum
two courses).

Enrolment
Part-Time Enrolment

This program is only offered as a part-time enrolment pattern of up to two (2) courses in each semester.

Mid-Year intake

Students may commence the program in Semester 2 as per the recommended enrolment pattern however in
some instances may not be able to complete within 2 semesters. Refer to recommended enrolment pattern.

Recommended Enrolment Pattern
Students are able to enrol in any offered mode of a course (on-campus, external or online), regardless of the
program mode of study they enrolled in.
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